
Directions for Transporting Bay Grasses:

There are three main steps to transporting grasses:

1. Dismantle System
2. Drain Water
3. Move grass pans to car

1. Dismantle System
• You will need about an hour on the morning of the planting day to prepare your plants for

transport.  Please plan accordingly so you can get on the road no later than 8:30am!!
• Turn off everything and remove the plug from the wall.
• Disassemble the lights, powerhead, and heater. Keep the thermometer in the tub to

monitor temperature throughout the day.
• Rinse any algae off the heater and filter pump.
• Return the lamps, heater, and filter pump to their boxes if you've kept them.
• Throw out the sponge filter -- it can't be reused.
• All other items need to be returned to Peter Bergstrom on planting day.  Be sure to

bring them with you.

2. Drain Water
• Before draining the water, put newspapers over the grass pans. Tuck long grasses under

the newspaper. The wet newspapers will protect the grasses. Since redhead is used to
being completely submerged in water, it will get damaged very quickly if exposed to air.
The wet newspapers will protect the plants.

• Lower the water level so that there is just enough water to keep the plant parts
submerged. You can do this simply by bailing out water with a bucket or by creating a
siphon.

• You can siphon to a 5-gallon bucket using a piece of hosing.  Then pour the bucket of
water out. If you use this method, be prepared to start and stop the siphon a few times.
Your system holds roughly 25 gallons of water!

3. Move grass pans to your car
• If you want to transport the grasses using only the equipment we've given you, remove

the pans from the tub, put the tub in your trunk/ back hatch, place the grass pans back in
the tub. (Keep the wet newspapers on the grasses throughout.)

• Then cover the entire surface with more wet newspaper. The newspaper will keep water
from splashing too much.  Drive GENTLY!

• You may prefer to put your grasses in something with a covered lid. Coolers and
rubbermaid tubs with lids both work fine. Cover the grasses with water as above, then
just snap the lid on.

• Remember that cars get hot quickly in the summer. Please keep your trunk or hatch open
until you start driving so the grasses don't overheat!

• Ice may need to be added to the tub on top of the newspapers if it is a hot day or very
sunny.


